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Abbott and Costello, 31
Abel, Scott, 152 (image)
Adlin, Tamara, 159 (ftnote #168)
Ahlers, Sharon, 77 (ftnote)
Akakievitch, Akakiy, 73
Aldridge, LaMarcus, 58
Alice in Wonderland, 80
Ament, Kurt, 124 (ftnote)
Ames, Andrea, 81
Arden, Mary, 17
Ashton, Bruce, 116
Austen, Jane, 14

Bailie, Rahel Anne, 2
Baker, Mark, 134 (ftnote), 159, 183
Barnette, Martha, 150
Barrett, Grant, 150
Bassmaster, Ed, 162, 167, 168
Beck, Simone, 158 (ftnote #166)
Beebe, Penny Jessie, 77 (ftnote)
Benbow, John, 38
Bertholle, Louisette, 158 (ftnote #166)

Binchy, Maeve, 5
Black, Joseph, 104
Blair, Hugh, 23
Bourland, D. David, Jr., 15, 199 (under 
“E-Prime”)
Braud, Gerard, 20
Brian (author’s son), 43, 47, 161–77
Brians, Paul, 58 (ftnote #70), 58–59 

(ftnote #73)
Brockenbrough, Martha, 151
Butler, Jill, 125 (ftnote #145)

Carroll, Lewis, 67
Casagrande, June, 1 (ftnote)
Child, Julia, 157–60
Churchill, Winston, 58
Cicero, 72
Clark, Josh, 116–17
Cleese, John, 104
Cole, Nat King, 199
Combrinck, Tanya, 116 (ftnote #141)
Content Wrangler, The (Scott Abel), 
152 (image)

Names Index

This index (like the other two, per common practice) ignores most front 
and back matter and all epigraphs, those quotations at the beginning 
of each chapter. So if you’re looking for Aristotle, Doonesbury, or my 
mom, you have to riffle. Otherwise, if the book mentions or cites a 
person, persona, character, pseudonym, or British comedy group, that 
name should show up here.
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Cooper, Alan, 159 (ftnote #168)
Cooper, Charles, 3 (ftnote #10), 3 

(ftnote #11), 111 (ftnote #133)
Corbett, Edward P. J., 205
Costello, Abbott and, 31

Dean, Jeremy, 202 (ftnote)
Della Volpe, Angela

adverbs, difficulty classifying from 
form alone, 192 (ftnote)

auxiliaries as not true verbs, 194 
(ftnote), 195 (ftnote #180), 195 
(ftnote #182)

prepositions vs. verb particles vs. 
adverbs, 51 (ftnote)

word classification, modern, 61–67 
(ftnotes)

Desprez, Robert, 108 (ftnote #121)
Dudley Do-Right, 17

Elizabeth (author’s daughter), 139, 143, 
161–77

Escher, 141

Florey, Kitty Burns, 67 (ftnote #87)
Fogarty, Mignon. See Grammar Girl
Forbes, Malcolm S., 14
Frishberg, Leo, 89
Frost, Robert, 17, 207

Garner, Bryan A.
and or but as sentence starter, 197 

(ftnote)
descriptivism vs. prescriptivism, 8–9
flabby writing, 13 (ftnote #27), 45 

(ftnote “e”)
Garner’s Modern American Usage, 5 

(ftnote #15)
hyphens, 33 (ftnote), 36
may not vs. might not, 46 (ftnote “g”)
only as frequently misplaced, 22 

(ftnote), 23 (ftnote)
phrasal verbs, 56

Garner, Bryan A. (continued)
possessive form with inanimate 
objects, 97 (ftnote)
prepositions as sentence enders, 58 
(ftnote #69)

sentence endings as emphatic, 71–72
sentence nonstarters, 15–16
singular they, 28
Usage Tip of the Day, 5 (ftnote #15)
word-classification complexity, 62 

(ftnote #75)
Geisel, Theodor, 31, 135
Geyer, Carol, 132 (ftnote #147)
Gogol, Nikolai, 73
Goldschmidt, Gabriela, 140–41
Graham, Martha, 14
Grammar Girl (Mignon Fogarty)

as authority worth reading, 5
as merchandiser, 151
prepositions as sentence enders, 58 
(ftnote #71)

“pronoun hole, big gaping,” 28
remedies for run-ons, 92 (ftnote 

#111)
Gray, Aaron, 149
Greene, Robert Lane, 80 (ftnote)
Grinch, Mr., 4
Gross, Alan, 103

Hackos, JoAnn T., 109, 124 (ftnote)
Hadida, Sophie C., 33 (ftnote)
Halvorson, Kristina, 3, 150
Hansen, Jochim, 202 (ftnote)
Hargis, Gretchen, 124 (ftnote)
Hart, Jack

“begin to” as filler phrase, 45  
(ftnote “d”)

linking verbs, 15 (ftnote #31)
periodic-paragraph example by, 74
personal essays, 165
theme statements, 166

Hemingway, Ernest, 109, 173
Hill, Carmen, 81–82
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Hoffmann, Maxwell, 107 (ftnote #119), 
110–11

Holden, Kritina, 125 (ftnote #145)
Homer, 167
House, Gregory, 82

Johnson, Edward D., 35, 37–38, 58 
(ftnote #68)

Johnson, Samuel, 14
Johnson, Tom, 7, 28, 108
Johnston, Marcia Riefer, 189
Jones, Colleen, 5 (ftnote #13)

Karr, Mary, 82–84
Kissane, Erin, 3 (ftnote #8)
Klammer, Thomas P.

adverbs, difficulty classifying from 
form alone, 192 (ftnote)

auxiliaries as not true verbs, 194 
(ftnote), 195 (ftnote #180), 195 
(ftnote #182)

prepositions vs. verb particles vs. 
adverbs, 51 (ftnote)

word classification, modern, 61–67 
(ftnotes)

Korzybski, Alfred, 14–15, 199 (under 
“E-Prime”)
Kvern, Olav Martin, 215

LaDell, Leisa, 152
Lathrop, Lori, 185
Lee, Robert A., 117
Liberman, Mark, 209 (ftnote)
Lidwell, William, 125 (ftnote #145)
Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth, 72

Markel, Mike, 78 (ftnote #97), 125
McGrane, Karen, 116
McKee, Robert, 166 (ftnote)
McNamara, Mike, 148 (ftnote)
Monty Python, 104, 195 (under 
“bdelygmia”)
Morville, Peter, 114

Mulvany, Nancy C., 184 (ftnote), 215 
(ftnote #187)

Nielsen, Jakob, 110, 113–14, 117
Nordquist, Richard, 4 (ftnote), 82 

(ftnote #105)

Obama, Barack, 72
Ogilvy, David, 110

Palin, Michael, 104
Plotnik, Arthur

adverbs, stingingly lively use of, 44
alliteration, alit-tle encouragement 

to try, 172 (ftnote)
enallage, funning with, 67
metaphors, gem-like tips on, 79 

(ftnote #98), 79 (ftnote #100), 81
slang as stimulating device, dude, 58 
(ftnote #66)

superlatives, “wallopingly fresh,” 44 
(ftnote “b”)

verb tenses, shifting/shifted/woe to 
all who shift, 171 (ftnote)

Polly, Aunt, 10
Pruitt, John, 159 (ftnote #168)

Read, Richard, 29 (ftnote #42)
Redish, Janice (Ginny), 159 (ftnote 

#168)
Rieger, Stephanie, 116 (ftnote #140)
Riley, Alyson, 81
Roberts, Shauna, 58 (ftnote #72)
Rockley, Ann, 3 (ftnote #10), 3 (ftnote 

#11), 111
Rosenfeld, Louis, 114

Sawyer, Tom, 10
Schulz, Muriel R.

adverbs, difficulty classifying from 
form alone, 192 (ftnote)

auxiliaries as not true verbs, 194 
(ftnote), 195 (ftnote #180), 195 
(ftnote #182)
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Schulz, Muriel R. (continued)
prepositions vs. verb particles vs. 

adverbs, 51 (ftnote)
word classification, modern, 61–67 

(ftnotes)
Seuss, Dr. (Theodor Geisel), 31, 135
Shakespeare, William, 5, 15, 17–18, 
134, 151

Shapiro, Laura, 157–58
Shortz, Will, 200
Star Wars, 17
Stevens, Cat, 134
Stevens, Dawn M., 124 (ftnote)
Strand, Mark, 5
Strunk, William, Jr.

beginnings as emphatic, 170
endings as emphatic, 71, 74
related words, keeping together, 

93–94
Suppé, Franz von, 99

Tennyson, Alfred Lord, 202
Thomas, Dylan, 71
Trenga, Bonnie, 26, 53 (ftnote #61), 56
Truss, Lynne, 92
Twain, Mark, 9–10

Vaynerchuk, Gary, 149–50
Verne, Jules, 35

Wallace, David Foster, 9 (ftnote #24)
Wänke, Michaela, 202 (ftnote)
Watson, Jane, 38
Wells, H. G., 35
White, E. B.

beginnings as emphatic, 170
endings as emphatic, 71, 74
related words, keeping together, 

93–94
White, Jan V., 99
Wiens, Kyle, 112
Wright, Jan C., 215
Wroblewski, Luke, 111

Young, Neil, 17

Zimmer, Benjamin G., 58–59 (ftnote 
#73)

Zinsser, William
cutting and adding, 112
decision making, 56 (ftnote #63), 
142, 161

paragraph endings as “snappers,” 74




